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The end of year party of Japanese Free-talk meetingWe got

together for the end of year party of Japanese Free-talk
meeting on Friday evening, December 5th, 2014

Both Japanese and non-Japanese people who are interested
in speaking Japanese and in Japanese culture attended and
enjoyed conversation with 5 kinds of cheese and wine
tasting.
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When sake meets wine

The Japanese Ladies’ Association of Luxembourg promotes both Japanese and European culture

than we celsbrate New Year's Eve in Luxembourg. The  or the biue sky sppearing™. But in general, adds Makiko,
Japanese community Is very Interested in local culture  1ife in Luxembourg s quite good. She persenatly enjoys
“There Is for Instance an inderest to visit the vineyards™,  the calm “especizily when you have children” but also
adds Makikn. Sometimes, the n tours  thecl

and her Chatrwoman posttion at the Japanese  of wine making.

eragends is quite full. Betwesn her family life  in the Moselle reglon, where members can discovertheart  eoxy atmosphere in the city. “It's also easler for us to lve
here becauss slmost 50% of people hare in Luxembourg

of the streets. She also lkes the warm and

Ladies’ Association of Luxembourg (JLA),

Makiko Witnllz Hayashi has a kot of errands
o rum and contacts to manage. The association has about
150 members. Most of them are Japanese nationals, but
around 30 people are non-Japanese. “We are open for
all people”, Makikn says. JLA organizes & lot of activities
and tries to promote both Japanese and Europesn cul-
ture. “For instance, we ofganize sake tastings with Italian
food. From starters to dessert, we put sake in every dish”,
she expiains. The result Is very Interesting. so it seems.
JLA Jap: {th many
members can leam for instance how to make typleal fow-
er arrangements “Tkebans”, how towrite in Japanese, how
tocook sweet dishes or sushi but also how touse Japansse
methods for Angernatl beauty

Connecting oultures

In sddition to French classes, JLA also provides infor-
mation about ocridental calture to Japanese axpats. “So,
around Christmas ime. we focas on Chrisimas markets
and all events relating to them because In Japan we don't

The Japanese language I= also promoted. JLA hosts &
chores that featieres many concerts 1l year long. For chil-
dren, a Japanese ¥ ] Loxem-
bourg but ts supported by another Twice a

are forelgners”, she sdds on. A situstion creating tes be-
tween forelgners.

weak, children learn the Japanese languesge and writing
hased om Japanese nationzl education programs. The
schiool year starts tn April with a special ceremony. Most
of the Japanese children study at Intermatfonal School
of Luxembourg. They learn English and iater French and
German.

A aifforent rinythen of I
Most of Japanes nationals have chosen to |ive In Lux-
embourg becanse of thekr jobx. The financial center for
Instance hosts five Japanese banks. Living In the Grand
Duchy Is very different from life in Japan. Whereas shop
opening hours seem very short In comparisen with those
In the maln Japanese citles, Japanese products are guite
hard to fin. S once 3 month, JLA onders products from
shops located In the nelghbouring countries.

The weather is also tough for Japanese, says Maklko:

ABOUT JLA

150 members.

Maklko  Witolla
Hayashl founded
the lapanese La-
dies’ Assoclation
Luxembourg back
W In 2012, Today the
assoclation  has
about 150 mem-
bers and aims to
WEICTmE mora non-
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celebrate Christmas the same way than here”. Actually,  “We always see the sky In Japan, except during the ralny
Chiristmas seems to be celebrated In Japan the same way  season. In Luxembourg weeks may pass withoot the sun

(M Japanese member.
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[Come a la Maison] (Robin du Lacl) Z=RSILIA—4—)
(70 route d’Esch L-1470 Luxembourg)
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